02/18/08  SAT 08331 FAX anuzza.aza | mmcll %—ODD (030 @t

|
Februdry 17, 2006

Carlos M. Gutlerrez - - L
Secretary of Comtmerce

Herbert Clark Huoover Bldg, Rm 5858
14" Street & Conatitution Ave, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20230

- .
"

Dear Secretary Gutierrez,

As you know the Northwestern Hawaiian Inlaudu (‘N‘W}m are being considercd for designation
a1 2 National Marine Sanctuary, The Westem Pasific Regional Fishery Management Coungil
continues to support this astion. We are writing today to ask for your support of the small nd:ing
operations thet have traditionally fished in this urba)

A.lluwi.n,' mlxed usep of Sanctuary repources is the sule rather than the exception as all but one
Sanctuary sllows some type of fshing. the National Marine Sanctuaries Act
includes “to facllitate 10 the extent practicable the primary objective of resource protection,
all publie and private uses of the resources of these|marins areas net prohibited pursuant to other
authorities™ es one of its overall purposes and pnlloiu of the National Marine Sanctuary Syatem.

NOQAA's Scptember 20, 2004 “Advice and Reco oanalnpmmoEDnitFilhmg
Regulations under the Nativnal Marine Sanotuariag Act Section 304(a)(5) ststes of the NWHI
bottomfish flahery that “the allowablo gear and methods are highly selectiVe, minimizing
habitat impacts and unwanted byeatch”, Regarding the pelagic trolling in the NWHL, it statey that
“lhuunmtﬁnhlngmnndmmmuﬁla!dmmmmnﬂmmmtmdhwwwlw
levels of bycatch.” ,

Thnmuﬂtynfpmhipmhlhmmbou ﬁsimiu &0e owner operators using vessals which
are limited tu 60' in length. Many opemtdns are fimily owned businssses whose membaere have
flghed in the NWHI for decades and are now passing thelr knowledge and skilis to thelr children
and grandohildeen, Those Samiliex represent our Nation's best legasy of hard work, individualism
and achievewient. Ad one fshermem plbs it “thia Il{thlAm'ﬂmdmm.tnpauund wotk hard
and hope to do even better tomomow”. ‘

Not enly does this small fiskery pravidoy !nmnt and the continuation of family and culturs|
teaditions, It also provides hatfof the Hnwuﬁ-a anght boftomfish sold in the United, States.
meg is Hl;-wall'l ltismmnduhmdm lmudmwiﬂuﬂhle:hmmlmmm in Hawaii and
aro worl o r
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